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It was a long trip!

We flew from Washington, D.C. to 
New York City (nicknamed “The Big 
Apple”) then on to Paris, France and 
finally to Amman, Jordan where we 
met the rest of  our friends for our 

vacation!  We left on Thursday 
afternoon and didn’t get there until 

Friday night!

At the airport in New York City 
(JFK) we saw a restaurant named 

O’Neal’s – I thought you would like 
that, Adelaide!



Jordan – The Dead 

Sea

• The Dead Sea is a salt lake bordered by Jordan to the east 

and Israel and Palestine to the west. Its surface and shores 

are 1,412 ft below sea level, Earth's lowest elevation on land. 

• The Dead Sea is 997 ft deep, the deepest hypersaline lake in 

the world. With 34.2% salinity (in 2011), it is 9.6 times as 

salty as the ocean, and one of  the world's saltiest bodies of  

water. This salinity makes for a harsh environment in which 

plants and animals cannot flourish, hence its name. 

• The Dead Sea has attracted visitors from around the 

Mediterranean basin for thousands of  years. It was one of  

the world's first health resorts (for Herod the Great), and it 

has been the supplier of  a wide variety of  products, from 

asphalt for Egyptian mummification to potash for fertilizers. 

People also use the salt and the minerals from the Dead Sea 

to create cosmetics and herbal sachets.

• The Dead Sea water has a density of  1.24 kg/litre, which 

makes swimming similar to floating.

Don’t be fooled by the picture!  This isn’t a 

normal beach and sea – the Dead Sea is so 

salty you need to make sure you don’t splash 

or go under water and get salt in your eyes!  

The fun part is that no matter how deep you 

go, you always float!



Petra
Petra is a historical and archaeological city in southern Jordan. The 

city is famous for its rock-cut architecture and water conduit 

system. Another name for Petra is the Rose City due to the color 

of  the stone out of  which it is carved.

Established possibly as early as 312 BC as the capital city of  the 

Arab Nabataeans, it is a symbol of  Jordan, as well as Jordan's 

most-visited tourist attraction. The Nabateans were nomadic Arabs 

who benefited from the proximity of  Petra to the regional trade 

routes, in becoming a major trading hub, thus enabling them to 

gather wealth. The Nabateans are also known for their great ability 

in constructing efficient water collecting methods in the barren 

deserts and their talent in carving structures into solid rocks. 

Petra was selected as one of  the New7Wonders of  the World from 

a selection of  200 existing monuments!



Petra is beautiful and there was so much to see!!  

Here we are with our friend Andrew who 

planned this trip – it was so nice of  him to 

invite us!



Israel

Here’s Emma with our tour guide in 

Israel, Anna.  She is a wonderful tour 

guide who knows so much about 

history, politics, geography and nature.  

We learned so much we had to write a 

lot down so we wouldn’t forget!  She 

loved meeting Emma!



Church of  the 

Nativity - Bethlehem

• The Church of  the Nativity is a basilica located in 
Bethlehem, West Bank.

• The church was originally commissioned in 327 by 
Constantine the Great and his mother Helena 
over the site that was traditionally considered to 
be located over the cave that marks the birthplace 
of  Jesus. The Church of  the Nativity site's original 
basilica was completed in 339 and destroyed by 
fire during the Samaritan Revolts in the 6th 
century. A new basilica was built 565 by Justinian, 
the Byzantine Emperor, restoring the architectural 
tone of  the original. 

• The site of  the Church of  the Nativity has had 
numerous additions since this second 
construction, including its prominent bell towers.

• Due to its cultural and geographical history, the 
site holds a prominent religious significance to 
those of  both the Christian and Muslim faiths.



Church of  St. 

Catherine

Connected to the Church of  the Nativity is the 

Church of  St. Catherine. The Roman Catholic 

church dedicated to St. Catherine of  Alexandria.

This is the church where the Latin Patriarch of  

Jerusalem celebrates Midnight Mass on 

Christmas Eve. 

I thought Adelaide would like this picture since 

her mom’s name is Catherine!



Temple Mount

• The Temple Mount, hill located in the Old City of  

Jerusalem, is one of  the most important religious sites in 

the world. It has been regarded as a holy site for thousands 

of  years by Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 

• The present site is dominated by three monumental 

structures from the early Umayyad period: the al-Aqsa 

Mosque, the Dome of  the Rock and the Dome of  the 

Chain, as well as four minarets. Herodian walls and gates 

with additions dating back to the late Byzantine and early 

Islamic periods cut through the flanks of  the Mount. 

Currently it can be reached through eleven gates, ten 

reserved for Muslims and one for non-Muslims, with 

guard posts of  Israeli police in the vicinity of  each.

• The Temple Mount is the holiest site in Judaism, which 

regards it as the place where God's divine presence is 

manifested more than in any other place. 



The Sermon on the Mount is a collection of  sayings 

and teachings of  Jesus, which emphasizes his moral 

teaching.  The Sermon is the longest continuous 

section of  Jesus speaking found in the New 

Testament, and includes some of  the best known 

teachings of  Jesus, such as the Beatitudes, and the 

widely recited Lord's Prayer. To most believers in 

Jesus, the Sermon on the Mount contains the central 

tenets of  Christian discipleship.

The traditional location for the Mount of  Beatitudes 

is on the northwestern shore of  the Sea of  Galilee. 

The actual location of  the Sermon on the Mount is 

not certain, but the present site has been 

commemorated for more than 1600 years. 

Mount of  Beatitudes



Cable Car Ride to 

Masada

Masada is situated on an isolated cliff  in 

the Judean Desert.  We traveled up the 

cliff  on a cable car to the fortress which 

was the last stronghold of  the Jewish 

Zealots in their war against the Romans.  

We visited the excavations, King Herod’s 

palace, the synagogue, bathhouse and 

much more.  The cliff  was so high we 

could see down to areas that were used as 

Roman camps and the Dead Sea!



Tunnels in Megiddo

(Ma-Gee-Dough)

Megiddo is where the book of  Revelations mentions a 

great battle at the place called “Armageddon.”  It is an 

ancient city inhabited continuously for more than five 

millennia (6000-500 B.C.)



Touring through Jerusalem 

Old City



Overlooking Jerusalem 

we could see from far 

away all of  the places 

we walked around a 

few days before.  It’s a 

fairly small area – but 

so much happened 

there throughout 

history!  



Camels!  

We saw so many camels on our trip 

and finally on our last day we got to 

ride a camel and look out over the 

city of  Jerusalem!  The camel was 

really nice and walked very slowly 

so we didn’t get scared. 



People loved taking Emma’s picture 

on the camel!  We got to see so 

many incredible sites on our trip 

together.  Thank you Adelaide for 

letting me take Emma with me!

Love, Kellie Bray


